
Work on the Corridor Study started this month. This Study for improving the 
neighborhoods along the rapid transit lines is a joint effort of the Department 
of City Planning and the Redevelopment Agency in cooperation vith those living 
and working in the Study area. Major neighborhoods included are Chinatown, 
South of Market, Eureka Valley, the Inner Mission, and Bernal Heights. 


'We heed Your Help 

The Corridor Study will lead to an action program. We need your thinking to 
make it the right kind of program. Whether you live, work, or own property in 
the Corridor Study area -- whether you belong to a neighborhood organization 
or not your advice is valued. Will you help? 


Study for Action 


Bay Area voters have approved bonds to build a billion dollar high-speed transit 
system. Within a few years subway trains will be running under Market and Mission 
Streets leading to the East Bay and to Daly City. 


To take full advantage of the many changes rapid transit will bring, groups of 
residents, merchants and owners asked the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to 
take a new look at the areas along the rapid transit line to see what could be 
done to halt blight and help develop healthy and attractive neighborhoods. In 
response to this interest, the Board of Supervisors authorized the Corridor Study. 


Funds are 


now available and the Study is underway and is to be complete in one year, 
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What bill The Corridor Study Do? 

The Corridor Study will: 

1. Examine neighborhood needs and resources. 

2. Study the effect of the rapid transit system on adjacent neighborhoods. 

3. Examine the health of business and industrial areas. 

4. Revi ew City- wide plans for the Study area. 

5. Develop ways and means to stop the spread of blight. 

6. Recommend an action program. 


The Corridor Study will result in recommendations on such neighborhood improve- 
ments as new parks, schools, streets, parking, tree planting, and other facili- 
ties where needed and desirable. Special attention will be given to development 
problems in the immediate vicinity of the new transit stations. Within appro- 
pi iace areas, recommendations will be made to assist industrial renewal to 
provide increased job opportunities for San Franciscans. 


Let's Work Tog ether! 

A special effort is being made to encourage citizen participation in planning. 
One of the goals of the Study is to find how our City and neighborhood organi- 
zations can work together for better neighborhoods. 

There will oe a continuing series of community information meetings within the 
Corridor. You will want to keep informed on the latest developments. Watch 
for notice of meetings and please be sure to attend. Let us know if you would 
li.ve a speaker to explain the Study to your organization or club. 

- 2 - 
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PLEASE FILL OUT THIS COUPOi! AID MAIL 


If you wish to telephone, 
please ask for: 

Mr. Walter K. Lipton 
neighborhood Representative 
UiJderhill 3-7750 - Extension 40 
From 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
call Underhill 3-7757 


TO; Rapid. Transit Corridor Study 

San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 
and Department of City Planning 
525 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, California 9^102 


I want to help prepare the Corridor Study. Please keep me on your mailing list. 


Fane 


(please print or type) 


Home Address 


Home Telephone 


Business Fame 


Bus ine s s Addre s s t B us ine s s Telephone 


2 - 8-65 
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Rapid Transit 


San Francisco Department of City Planning and San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 


corridor study 
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Itie Corridor Study is a joint effort of the San Franeiseo Department of City Planning and the 
gan Francisco Redevelopment Agency -- in cooperation with those who live and work in the 
gtudy area --to find ways to stop the spread of blight and to improve the neighborhoods 
along the rapid transit lines. The background studies are now nearing completion, and, 
tentative suggestions will be set down in the months just ahead for review and discussion in 
each neighborhood. 


jhe map shows the major neighborhoods included in the Corridor Study area: Chinatown, Jackson 
! Square , Downtown, Mid-Town Residential, Tenderloin, South of Market, Rincon Hill, Upper rlarket- 


Eureka Valley, Amory area, Central Industrial area, Inner Mission, East Mission, Bernal Hill. 



City Department Heaas Mor .. 

Representatives of all inter ;-sieo City De- 
partments ::ieet regularly as a special com- 
mittee on the Corridor otuoy to insure 
coordination of a 13. depart: or uML planning . 
Plans and problems re 3 at inf. " n Ian \ use. 
traffic, transit, schools, warkinr-r and 
recreation and pa.: ■ ■->'* -■ ■•■■•, - y, < U?v dis- 

cussion. 

Citizen par ti c ipat ion 

As mentioned in Jurridcu Jt .1;, vur /i, 
citizen part icipation : ■. i> of 

the Corridor Study . M-w . ..r-.ctings have 
teen held with var-' O' •••• :;c b . ' . ,-y>. aiJ zoo- 
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the following : 
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proved medical M- . Las. u • ler 

Chinatown M.zrz me en s - 
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tour of the East Mission area t: 
borhood problems. The Corridor 
was represented by Walter Lip to: 
develop, tent Agency and Phoebe 
Department of City Planning . 


-tr ly neigh, 
b staff 
1 ; ‘ 2 Re- 
: '’b)ti the 3b? 


Corridor Study staff members met mid; Arthur ^Sai 
H. Middleton, Executive Director of the Upper ^ 
Max. ket -Eureka Valley Development >.ss: -ciation ^ 
Inc., to review the present si a rue - : the ’ 
Development Association's master ■■ ■ .■ ?. f or Lj 
their area. 


On April 26, local citizens me: t . , -at,. James $!£ 
Boys School to present their v mvm fm> the 
Corridor Study staff. This was the ■ ’th fte 
. ;eet i.ng sponsored by the Greater . .iubon Citi ^ er 
sens Council to encourage resident:: ’ •> partic 


sens Council to encourage resident:- • > particj ^ u ' 
pate in planning . Hr. Die it Gamble out lined al ' nC 
ternatives for handling incieasini — >.r ozaes of 
north -south traffic in the Mission 
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to rridor Study in Key Stage 

[lie Rapid Transit Corridor Study* is en- 
uring its concluding stages. Background 
Studies concluded or nearing completion 
include: 

1. Current public and private 
improvement efforts 

2. Population and social needs 

3. Land use and circulation 

4. Blight and neighborhood needs 

5. Public improvements scheduled 

6. Housing availability 


In addition the effect of new rapid tran- 
sit construction in Toronto and Cleveland 
.e ias been analyzed for clues as to what 
nay happen in San Francisco. 

ct 

- ireas Selected for More Study 


an iased on this comprehensive review five 
ireas have been selected for detailed 
inalysis. Selection took into account: 
r- seed for neighborhood improvements and 
Jbility to benefit effectively from them, 
iJarly impact from rapid transit construc- 
tion, and genuine interest of the neigh- 
borhood in self-help and improvement pro- 
grams. 


s The map at right shows the areas selected 
for more study: 


Mission Street 

Portsmouth Corridor 

Upper Market - Eureka Valley 

East Mission 

South Park 

Relative to the areas surrounding the Mar- 
ket Street stations, the Corridor Study 
staff is working closely with the Market 
Street Planning Project under the direct- 
ion of Mr. Edward I. Murphy. 

r *The Rapid Transit Corridor Study is being 
.i' conducted jointly by the San Francisco 
D- department of City Planning and the San 
nancisco Redevelopment Agency with the 



dual purpose of determining what advantage can be 
derived from impending construction of the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit System by the neighborhoods through 
which it will run and to identify and avoid pro- 
blems that could arise because of this construc- 
tion. In pursuing this study the Planning Depart- 
ment and the Redevelopment Agency have requested 
and received the assistance and advice of organi- 
zations in the Study Area and of individuals ana 
citizens who live and work there. 





Is sion Street 


approving the Corridor Study, the Board of 
pervisors assigned top priority to the In- 
r Mission area centering on the subway sta- 
ons to be built at 16th and 24th Streets, 
e facts reinforce their judgment. Streets 
oke with traffic heavier than downtown, 
rking is a problem. Residential buildings 
teriorate and improper mixtures of commer- 
)1 and residential use encourage blight, 
ere are the spaces, trees, and plazas so 
dly lacking? The construction of new sub- 
stations, starting in 1967, provides a 
ce-in-a-1 ifetime chance to make the Mission 
focal point of San Francisco once again. 

3 mass meetings with property owners near 
tore subway stations were held in the 
ring. A typical reaction was: "This Dis- 
ict has gone down in the last 20 years; 
t's rehabilitate the Mission!" 

luestionnai re survey of merchants along 
ssion Street finds them generally optimis- 
c about the commercial future in the area 
ter the new subway stations are in use. Ex- 
rience from new subway systems in other 
ties predicts a spurt in new apartment con- 
action and neighborhood shopping activity. 
•Mission District Renewal Commission -- a 
£ al business and citizen group -- keeps 
J $ely informed on the Corridor Study 
f ough weekly breakfast meetings. 

f tsmouth Corridor 

Toval of a Chinese Cultural and Trade Cen- 
! f °n the old Hall of Justice site has been 
f en by the Redevelopment Agency and the 
, in ning Commission. The land is scheduled to 
j s ° 1 d before the end of the year to one of 
[ e developers who have made offers. This 
generated renewed interest in the Ports- 
Ah Corridor which links Portsmouth Square 
r the Golden Gateway. 


Upper Market-Eureka Valley 

The ridge lines at the upper end of Market 
Street define an area of special character. 
Potentially one of San Francisco's most at- 
tractive neighborhoods, yet signs of blight 
and numerous out-of-place uses detract. Con- 
struction of subway stations on Market Street 
at Church Street and at Castro Street will en- 
courage new development. 

Residents are keenly interested in taking ad- 
vantage of new tools to speed neighborhood im- 
provement. Upper Market Planning Association 
and the Eureka Valley Promotion Association 
have requested Corridor Study assistance in 
preparing a rehabilitation program for their 
neighborhood. Work is under way. 



East Mission 

The sunny East Mission family residential area 
now shows signs of serious blight. Since 1950, 
owner occupancy of dwellings has dropped sharp- 
ly. Young families, many of Spanish-speaking 
background, are replacing the original resi- 
dents. Haphazard inter-mixing of industrial 
and residential uses is particularly serious 
in this neighborhood. With more children than 
any other portion of the Corridor Study area, 
it is seriously lacking in parks and play- 
grounds. Prompt action for rehabilitation may 
provide the stability needed to prevent the 
neighborhood from deteriorating to the point 
where complete rebuilding is required. 

On September 13 members of the East Mission 
Improvement Association, under the chairman- 
ship of Mrs. Catherine O'Sullivan, invited 
Corridor Study Directors Norman Murdoch and 
Phoebe H. Brown for a "slide talk" on neigh- 
borhood rehabilitation. The Association ex- 
pressed its continued interest in the possi- 
bility of a rehabilitation program for their 
area. 



[fie 24th Street Merchants, at their meeting 
9 f October 6, expressed their support of a 
neighborhood rehabilitation program and made 
plans to expand their membership to work on 
improving their neighborhood shopping dis- 
tricts . 

jnu th Park 

jld South Park, once the City's proudest resi- 
jential area and rich in the tradition of San 
francisco, provides a focus for an imaginative 
■evitalization of its immediate area. Property 
liners in the area have written to the Cor- 
■idor Study to request assistance in the for- 
mlation of an improvement program. 

oca! News 


luring past months citizen groups parti ci- 
iated actively in the work of the Corridor 
itudy; their assistance is very much appre- 
iated . 

lie Spanish Speaking Citizens' Foundation 
ecently succeeded against great odds in 
rganizing a highly successful "Operation 
ead-Start" program under the leadership of 
resident Lawrence Palacios. In August the 
oundation was briefed on the Corridor Study 
F staff members and expressed interest in 
he possibility of a Spanish-Ameri can Cul- 
ural and Trade Center somewhere in the Mis- 
ion. 

he Bernal Heights Association's colorful 
fid successful street fair was held on Aug- 
st 21, attended by hundreds of adults and 
hildren. 

he Greater Mission Citizens' Council held 
ts first annual art auction and wine tast- 
"9 party at the Mission Adult Center on 
ictober 9. Several hundred persons enjoyed 
[he display of local artists and numerous 
iintings were sold. 

ta meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Greater Mission Citizens' Council, Mrs. 
dia Smith, Chief of Community Services, 

J de a presentation on community services 
lw available as part of renewal efforts. 



Citizen Participation 

Over 160 neighborhood meetings with local 
citizen organizations involving the Corridor 
Study team have been held. The benefits from 
participation of the many neighborhood asso- 
ciations, merchants' associations, breakfast 
clubs, service organizations, and other 
groups representing various areas and points 
of view within the study area have been enor- 
mous . 

Participation in these meetings assures that 
the Corridor Study will reflect neighbor- 
hood needs and points of view. The advice of 
those who live, work, or own property in the 
study area is essential. This has been im- 
portant to date and will be increasingly so 
in the important stages ahead. 


WtI 1 You Help ? 

We need your help more than ever. If you be- 
long to an organization interested in the 
Corridor Study and would like to hear more 
about progress to date, please telephone 
Mr. Walter K. Lipton, Neighborhood Represen- 
tative, UN 3-7750, ext. 40. After 5:00 p.m. 
(to 6:00 p.m.) please call UN 3-7757. 
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lABlLITAT ION- RENEWAL PROGRAM RECOMMENDED 
! INNER MISSION AREA 

istruction of subway line presents a 
ice in a lifetime" opportunity for a 
jor improvement effort. ' 

lid transit will nave a major impact on 
; Inner Mission neighborhood, the Rapid 
insit Corridor Study has reported. 

(Station construction will stimulate new 
/elopment, change land values, and generate 
(social pressures. As anticipated by the 
ird of Supervisors when the Corridor Study 
; first authorized, the Inner Mission has 
irged as an area of priority. Prompt 
tion is necessary if this impact is to be 
mneled into constructive patterns. 

; Corridor Study staff, with the assistance 
an active citizen participation program, 
commends a rehabilitation- renewal program 
f the Inner Mission Area. If approved by 
! Board of Supervisors and funded by the 
jartment of Housing and. Urban Development, 
rvey and planning could get under way soon 
i a detailed plan and program could be 
j-sented to the community before the Mission 
way stations are completed. In initiating 
tailed planning for the area, a key element 
lild be a vastly expanded citizen parti ci- 
:ion program to insure that the needs and 
iires of local residents and owners were 
len fully into account. 

• objective of the program is to improve 
F district for people who presently 
,e or work in the area. The emphasis would 
on rehabilitation and the majority of the 
tctures would be retai ned. v The character 
theneighborhood clearly calls for rehab- 
'tati on with spot clearance. The process 
; been compared to "removing the bad 
)les from the barrel but not throwing the 
!r i"el away". 

11 tools recently made available in the 
Sjsing Act of 1965 include: 

;l three percent rehabilitation loans for 
^owners and businessmen, 



Rehabilitation under way on San Carlos St. Activity 
like this would be seen throughout the Mission St. Area 



(2) rehabilitation grants to low-income 
homeowners in hardship situations, 

(3) rent supplements, and 

(4) expanded Small Business Administration 
servi ces . 

These, in addition to present techniques, 
make the type of rehabilitation-renewal 
program presently contemplated more 
feasible than ever before. 

To assist businessmen in the area, a full 
range of business services would be 
brought to bear. Groups of present owners 
ana business tenants would be encouraged to 
fornf development corporations to undertake 
reconstruction in those areas, particularly 
in the immediate vicinity of the new transit 
stations, where considerable rebuilding may 
be determined to be desirable. 

SPECIFIC GOALS INCLUDE 

CD improved housing at rents present 
residents can afford, 

CD creation of new job opportunities, 

CD assisting in the creation of .outstanding 
educational centers, 

GO creation of livable .environment with 
neighborhood’ centers, postage stamp parks, 
playfields, teenage centers, senior centers, 
and with other benefits such as underground 
wiring and street tree planting. 


Emphasis on rehabilitation is 
desirable because: 

(1) it preserves remaining useful life in 
many structures, 

(2) it helps maintain archi tectural and 
historical character of San Francisco, and 

(3) it avoids disrupting existing social and 
economic pattern and need for very large 
scale relocation. 



Detailed survey and planning would involve 
citizen needs and attitude surveys, social 
surveys, building condition examinations, 
economic projections, and rehabilitation 
studies to insure full knowledge of the 
problems and potentialities of the area. A 
neighborhood office would be established to 
insure a continuing cios o working relationship 
with the local citizens. The cost of prepa- 
ration of the detailed plan and program will 
be in excess of $1 million and should be 
undertaken right away if San Francisco is to 
take full advantage of subway construction 
in improving the neighborhood. 


Mayor Shelley Supports Rehabilitation-Rpmw 

On May 5, 1966 Mayor *Shel ley wrote to 
Chairman Everett Griffin of the Redevelopment 
Agency and President Ronald Pelosi of the 
City Planning Commission urging prompt action 
on planning studies for the' Central 
Mission area. 

"There is clear evidence that transit con- 
struction in the Mission will set in motion 
strong economic development forces. Action 
now is necessary if these forces are to be 
channeled in a constructive direction and if 
we are to face up to the social needs of the 
families in the area. Through private-public 
teamwork, I believe benefits for the resident 
owner, businessman, and for the City as a 
whole will be real and substantial. 

"The key social objective of this project--to 
enable the people of the Mission District in 
the project area to improve their homes and 
neighborhoods and to remain where they now 
are--is different from earlier projects. The 
practical methods of actually accomplishing 
this objective must be assured before final 
action is taken. 

"There are many questions yet to be answered 
--questions which can only be answered through 
the preparation of a detailed plan and 
program. _ The proposal to proceed with the 
preparation of detailed survey and planning 
has my full endorsement." 

Mission Citizen Organization Reports to Mayor 

In its report to Mayor John F. Shelley on 
February 8, 1966, the Mission District Renewal 
Commission (a citizen group representing 
merchants, owners, and social organizations 
in the area) advocated a program of rehabili- 
tation and renewal and recommended against 
massive clearance. "The greatest emphasis of 
any program for the District should be 
housing of the residents presently living in 
the District and this can be primarily accom- 
plished by a program of rehabilitating the 
present existing structures." 

Greater Mission Citizens Council 
Endorses Rehabilitation-Renewal Planning 

After thorough committee analysis and full 
discussion at several open meetings, the 
members of the Greater Mission Citizens 
Council on March 28, 1966 voted to support a 
request for funds for detailed survey and 
planning for a rehabilitation-renewal area ihj 
the Inner Mission. The endorsement insists j 
on maximum citizen participation during the 
conduct of the Study. 



